[Murine typhus in a Japanese traveler returning from Indonesia: a case report].
We report herein on a 20-year-old Japanese man who was referred to our hospital for fever and diarrhea after returning from Indonesia. On admission, his blood test was essentially normal, besides a slight elevation in inflammatory markers. After excluding malaria and dengue fever, empiric use of ceftriaxone was initiated for suspected enteric fever, which was unsuccessful. However, drastic clinical improvement was observed after initiation of minocycline. The polymerase chain reaction test for Rickettsia typhi was positive from serum samples on admission, confirming the diagnosis of murine typhus. Although rarely seen in Japan, clinicians should be aware of this disease when examining patients with fever coming back from murine typhus endemic areas.